I was completely floored to learn I was the recipient of the 2018 ARLIS/NA-NW Travel Award,
which allowed me to offset expenses related to attending the 2018 ARLIS/NA conference in
New York. This was my third attendance of the conference, but my first as a professional
librarian; I had previously attended as an MLS student and library paraprofessional. This was
also the first time I presented!
I’ve only been to New York two other times in my life, and I have to say it is one of the most
wonderful cities I’ve ever experienced. Attending the conference here allowed me not only to
engage with colleagues and peers around the topics and trends most important to our
profession, but to see world-class exhibitions of both historical and contemporary art. I often
engage my classes in discussions about how important it is to not just read about art, but to see
and experience it, something I try to mirror in my own praxis. My first stop Sunday morning,
before conference proceedings got underway, was to visit the Whitney Museum to see the
Laura Owens and Toyin Ojih Odutola shows, which were coming down later that day.
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Sunday afternoon, I was able to attend the “From the Margins to the Center: Cultivating a
Critical, Reflective, and Radical Practice in Art Librarianship” workshop. This was incredibly
valuable, not only as I continue to shape my personal ethos of librarianship, but because of
work I do with my institution’s Equity and Social Justice Action Committee. I was grateful for the
opportunity to discuss both theoretical and practical approaches to critical librarianship.
The workshop in which I was presenting and helping to facilitate was early Monday afternoon,
so I spent part of the evening before and morning of making sure I was prepared. Our group has
been working for a year to update the Core Competencies for Design Disciplines to reflect

current curriculum, pedagogical practices, and information literacy standards. My particular
discipline was Studio Arts, and I was grateful for a lively discussion of questions and suggestions
for the draft as it is now. It was also wonderful to be in the same room with all the folks I’ve
been working on this with remotely. I think we got a lot of excellent feedback that will make the
project better.
Resistance was in the air at this conference. I think it’s been a difficult year for library workers
and all kinds of folks who believe in social justice and equality, as we watch the current
administration attempt to dismantle all manner of programs and protections for our various
communities. This was very well reflected in the types of workshops and sessions being offered,
and it was totally inspiring to see all the different ways we are working towards raising visibility
on these issues. I return to my institution invigorated to keep doing this work, which only
becomes more important as time passes.
Our Research and Information Services Section meeting included a great discussion on
vocational awe and the way it affects us as library workers. Because so many of us see our work
as a “calling,” it can be hard to draw boundaries that allow us to maintain a good work/life
balance and avoid burnout. The conversation ranged from practical ideas to vocal support for
one another, and I once again felt grateful to have this time to connect with other people in
similar positions and take a look at the big picture together. From this conversation, we headed
to the Convocation at St. John the Divine cathedral, a truly jaw-dropping space. In addition to
letting loose and having some fun (and wine) with my fellow library workers, I was able to view
so much beautiful art and architecture, including an altar by Keith Haring.
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With the conference over but a few days until my flight back to Portland, it was time to hit up
some more galleries! Thursday I hopped around to some of the Lower East Side galleries (my
favorites), including Bureau, Century, Karma, and Participant, which had an incredible show of
work by Jayne County, a trans woman who’s been making music and art for many years. Bureau
had a show by Lionel Mauntz, who interestingly spent some time growing up in a cult in
Montana called Church Universal and Triumphant. Having grown up in Montana myself, I had
friends whose families had also spent time in CUT, so it was fascinating to see how his
experience translated into his (pretty dark) artwork.
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On Friday, the Nor’Easter everyone had been worrying about was blowing in with high winds,
sleet, and snow. Undaunted, I made my way to the New Museum for the 2018 Triennial, which
ended up being a pretty phenomenal show. Standing in the lobby watching sleet blowing
literally horizontally and seeing broken umbrellas flying down the street was quite invigorating!
I braved the elements to go over to Blue Stockings, a wonderful independent bookstore, and
then headed back to Brooklyn where I was staying for an evening in.
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Saturday, I was lucky to be able to attend the MoMA Art+Feminism Wikipedia Edit-a-thon! This
is an event/movement that I got involved in last year, and have since held several edit-a-thons
at my institution. The MoMA event, organized by Art+Feminism co-founders Sian Evans,
Michael Mandiberg, Jacqueline Mabey, and McKensie Mack, was on another level entirely, and
I was able to pick up a lot of great pointers on how to better organize my events in the future.
Finally, no trip to New York is complete for me without a trip to Printed Matter. I could
probably spend an entire day (and paycheck) there, but was happy to have an hour or so to find
some unique publications to bring back with me.

Art + Feminism @ MoMA

I feel completely refreshed in my approach to my work, and am full of excitement for new ideas
and possibilities for the coming year. Thank you so much for making this trip a reality for me: I
feel very lucky to be connected to such an amazing group of people here in the Northwest, and
around the world.

THANK YOU!
-Linden How

